
THE WEATHER •
For Wisconsin: Snow flurries

and gradually dlminishinc winds to-
night and Friday. Colder.

total w«athcr facts for 24 hours
preceding 7 a. m.: Maximum 27;
minimum 23. Precipitation .31.
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WELCOME HOMEI—Repatriated servicemen, many with limbs missing, egain see the New York
skyline from the deck of the exchange liner Gripsholm, which brought home 1,209 repatriates, in*
eluding 509 American -soldiers and merchant seamen who were prisoners of war in Germany, The
ship's officers advised that 184 litter cases were aboard. (IT. S. Navy photo from NBA telephoio.)

Seaman Says 34 Ships Sunk
As British Escort Left Convoy

New York—(a*)—A msrchant
seaman repatriated on the Grips-
holm said today that British escort
ships abandoned a Murmansk-bound
convoy in the north Atlantic in July,
1942, and that the Germans "had
their pickings" of the 38 merchant
vessels.

The seaman, Walter Stankiewicz,
28, of Baltimore, Md., said he had
been on the freighter Carlton, which
Berlin and Vichy identified at the
time as the last of 38 ships Berlin
said were sunk in the convoy.

Stankiewicz put the number sunk
at 34, including the 5,127-ton Carl-
ton.

United States and British navy
public relations officers in New
York and Washington offered no ob-
jection to publication of his story
but said they could not vouch for its
authenticity.

Stankiewicz said the convoy was
attacked a few days before July 4
by submarines, on July 4, by 24 tor-
pedo bombers and again on July 5
by submarines.
Says Departure Ordered

Just before the first attack, he
said, the British admiral in charge
of some 14 destroyers, six corvettes,
four heavy cruisers and several
small boats ordered the escort to
leave the convoy, telling the mer-
chant ships they would have to make-
their own way to port.

Stankiewicz said he understood
the British ships left to engage in
battle with German warships and

See—CONVOY—Page 9

U.S. Casualties
Reach 8 01,162

Washington— (£>) — Army and
navy casualties since Pearl Harbor
have reached 801,162, the two ser-
vices reported today.

Secretary of War Stimson set
army casualties at 711,497 on the
basis of individual names compiled
in Washington through February 14.
The navy reported its losses as 89,-
6C5.

The aggregate represented an in-
crease of 18,982 over the previous
weeks report. Of the rise, the
army accounted for all but 827.

A breakdown on the army casual-
ties as reported this week and cor-
responding figures for last week;

Killed 138,723 and 135,510;
wounded 420,405 and 408,553; pris-
oners 60,086 and 58,556; missing 92,-
223 and 90,723.

Stimson said 207,328 of the
wounded had returned to duty.

Similar figures for the navy:
Killed 33.862 and 33,536; wounded

-10,783 and 40,607; prisoners 4,474,
unchanged from the preceding week;
missing 10,546 and 10,221.

Hold Everything

tOW\MK,

"My little brother makes my
friends stand at attention

2 Democrats
Trade Blows
In Congress

Washington— (JP)—Two Demo-
crats locked in a brief struggle on
the^ house floor today after Rep.
Hook (D-Mich.) called Kep/Rankin
(D-Miss.) a "dirty liar,"

"I don't take that talk from any-
one," shouted the small, white-hair-
ed Rankin as he dashed across the
aisle to lock his arms around Hook's
neck.

The two struggled for almost a
minute before fellow congressmen
separated them.

Friends of Eankin immediately
set out to invoke disciplinary action
against Hook.

Rep. Cox (D-Ga.) told a reporter
that "a resolution is being drafted
to expel Hook or suspend his mem-
bership."

He said it probably would be sub-
mitted some time this afternoon.

Eep. Smith (D-Va.) also said
"something will be done this after-
noon."

Hook's remarks were stricken
from the record at the direction of
Rep. Ramspeck (D-Ga.), the Demo-
cratic whip who was presiding.

The clash occurred while Rep.
Hoffman (R-Mich.) was delivering
a speech denouncing the CIO Politi-
cal Action committee.

Hook took the fioorto praise some
of the men connected with the PAC
and Rankin attempted to interrupt.
Hook cut him off by saying he
would do better to get acquainted
with "some of the good men in the
CIO" and stop his "continual rant-
ing and raving."

"That will be when I get down to
the level of the gentleman from

See—DEMOCRATS—Page 9

League Official
Will Speak at
Union Meeting

Maurice E. Weinberg, St. Paul,
regional director of the League for
Human Rights, sponsored by the
American Federation of Labor, will
address the Central Labor body on
the forthcoming Red Cross war fund
campaign during a meeting at Un-
ion hall this evening.

Weinberg is appearing at the in-
vitation of John A. Krohn, presi-
dent of the Wisconsin Rapids labor
group, which has indicated it will
take an active part in the 1945
South Wood county solicitation.

A business meeting at 7:30 this
evening will precede Mr. Wein-
berg's talk, scheduled to begin at
8:30.

RATION IS ON LOOSE A6AIN!
U.S. Ships Damaged, 4,550
Marines Lost in Iwo Battle
Russians Batter Way Into
QubenWhile2,OOOPlanes
Join East Prussia Assault
BY RICHARD KAS1SCHKE

London — The Russians

U,S, BOMBS SINK
JAP PRISON SHIP

Washington — (&} — American
bombs sank a Japanese prison ship
loaded with 1,600 Americans off the
Philippines last December, and of
the fewer than half who survived all
but two apparently were recaptured

One of the survivors, Navy Lt
George Karl Petritz, of Rockford
111., told of the sinking at a news
conference today. The navy said his
was the first account of the disas-
ter, which, occurred off the west
coast of Luzon.

Two previous prison ship sinkings
—both by submarine action—have
been reported in the Pacific. One
occurred last October with the ap-
parent loss of all but five of 1,800
Americans aboard. In the other, in
September, only 83 of 750 Allied
prisoners survived.

Petritz, 27, told reporters few of
the prisoners involved in the latest
sinking died as a result of the air
attack.
Most Dying Anyway

Some already had suffocated and
90 per cent would have died anyway
had not the ship been sunk, he as-
serted.

Petritz said he believed the vessel
was headed for the Japanese home-
land when it was attacked, because
many Japanese civilians were
aboard along with the prisoners—
the latter crowded into three dark,
poorly ventilated holds.

The only other prisoner who es-
caped death or recapture, Petritz
related, was an army sergeant—his
identity undisclosed—who also made
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Sgt. Hasenohrl
Listed Missing

Auburndale—S. Sgt. Edward J.
Hasenohrl, 23, son of Mrs. Anna
Hasenohrl, has been missing in ac-
tion in the European area since
February 4, according to a war de-
partment telegram received by the
mother this week.

The Auburndale soldier was a ma-
chine gunner in the 28th division of
the U. S. First army. He had been
previously wounded in action in
France August 10, 1944, for which
he had been awarded the Purple
Heart.

Sergeant Hasenohrl was employed
by Nekoosa-Edwards Paper com-
pany prior to his entry into service
September 30, 1941. He went over-
seas in October, 1942, and has serv-
ed in France, Belgium and Ger-
many. A brother, Cpl. Clarence
Hasenohrl, is stationed in Belgium.

again have battered into Guben,
German hingepoint on the Neisse 51
miles southeast of Berlin, a Ger-
man military commentator reported
today.

Street fighting is going on in the
town, he said.

Guben previously Was reported
bypassed by the Russians, who an-
nounced gains up to the confluence
of the Neisse and Oder.

The Germans said last Monday
that the Russians had fought into
Guben, but were forced to with-
draw.

Col. Ernst Von Hammer, Berlin
commentator, said a new assault
was launched upon the stronghold
this morning.
Planes in Action

In East Prussia, Von Hammer
reported, Russian pressure has "in-
creased to the greatest ferocity"
with more than 2,000 Soviet planes
joining the assault. He said Zinten,
17 miles south of Eoenigsberg and
15 miles from the coast, had been
evacuated by German forces.

While the Russians scored new
gains southeast of the German capi-
tal, other Soviet troops were forced
to give some ground in East Prus-
sia in the face of heavy German
counterblows west of Koenigsberg.

The Berlin radio said a surprise
nazi connteroffensive had reestab-
lished a corridor "between Koenigs-
berg and the port of Pillau, 20 miles
south. The Russian acknowledged
some German advances in that sec-
tor but said the drive was costing
the Germans enormously in men and
equipment.

Moscow announced Soviet forces
had seized a strategic ridge posi-
tion in the forest on the eastern
than 50 populated nlaces north and
south of the immediate sector.
34 Miles From Berlin

Further north Marshal G . K.
Zhukov's First White Russian army
units were reported attempting to
complete the encirclement of Frank-
furt. The German radio announced
Zhukov had slashed communications
between Berlin and that city on the
west bank of the Oder S8 miles
from the German capital, but said
they had been restored.

Prvada said the Russian army
stood only 34 miles from Berlin in
that area. The paper did not spe-
cify the location but indicated Zhu-
kovs' troops had crossed the Oder.

Nazi radio spokesmen said Ger-
man forces were fighting a defen-
sive battle between Berlin and the
Frankfurt-Kuestrin front, but de-
clared Russian bridgeheads west of
the Oder were "far too small" for
a major offensive toward Berlin.

Baker Is Re-Elected
Red Cross Chairman

BY AL DOPK1NG
U. S. Pacific Fleet Headquarters, Guam-— (&)—(via navy radio)—

United States fleet units in the vicinity of Iwo Jima have sustained some
damage from attacks by Japanese fighters and bombers, Japanese coun-
terattacks ha^e been beaten back and U. S. marine casualties have
risen to 4,553 in the desperate battle for the island, Admiral Chester W.
Nimitz announced today,

The attack by Japanese planes was the first against the surface units
since the battle for the island 750 miles south of Tokyo began. Seven

At an annual meeting of the
South Wood County chapter of the
American Red Cross held in the
Elks club chapter rooms Wednes-
day night, G. R. Baker was re-elect-
ed to serve as chapter chairman for
the coming year.

Other officers elected were Mrs.
G. L. Heilman, vice chairman; Mrs.
C. K. Crouse, secretary; and A. J.
Hanneman, treasurer- Representa-
tives to the chapter from surround-
ing areas are Mrs. Ermon Bennett,
Cranmoor; Mrs. W. W. Clark, Ves-
per; Arnold Hempen, Rudolph; Mrs.
Oscar Larsen, Port Edwards; Mrs.
Edwin Grosklaus, Biron; Mrs. Wil-
liam Rusk, Nekoosa; Irving Hofs-
child, Port Edwards: Mrs. J. S.
Sayles, W. A. Sprise, and J. C. Rude
of Wisconsin Rapids.

JAPS CONTINUE
TO HOLD OUT IN
MANILA HOTEL
BY FRED HAMPSON

Manila— (.3*) — Only scattered
enemy remnants were left on Cor-
regidor today but fanatically resist-
ing Japanese troops still held out on
the second floor of the famed Manila
hotel, turning the hostelry into the
hottest battle spot in the capital
city at dawn today.

Early front line reports that ele-
ments of the First cavalry division
had captured the big hotel, one of
the most luxurious in the Orient,
have been corrected to say that they
have occupied the first floor, the
Japanese the second.

Historic Bataaa was cleared of
Japanese, Gen. Douglas MacArthur
reported, and "so far as can be
found, no living Japanese soldier is
now on the Peninsula."

The Americans cleaned up Bataan
in less than a month; it took the
Japanese more than three months to
drive Americans out in 1942.
Japs Blow Selves Up

Hopelessly sealed in the vast net-
work of tunnels on Corregidor, Nip-
ponese troops blew themselves up_by
touching off one of their main un-
derground ammunition dumps.

Typical of the bitter inch by inch
struggle for downtown Manila was
the battle through most of the night
between the Yanks and Japanese on
the second floor of the Manila hotel,
where a continual fight to the death
went on in the corridors and rooms
and on the staircases of the build-
ing which stands on Manila's south
shore district.

A succession of Japanese infil-
tration attempts resulted in the kill-
ing of 137 of the enemy around the
captured Army-Navy club, the high
commissioner's office and other
buildings yesterday. Most of the
slain enemy troops carried demoli-
tion charges.

Bitter fighting also flared in the
long contested post office building,
which must be subdued before the
walled Intramuros can be assaulted.
An area 700 yards by 500, almost
all of it within the Intramuros still
remains in the hands of the enemy.
Try to Spare Civilians

Yesterday, the 17th day of fight-
ing in downtown Manila, cost the
Japanese 555 counted dead. Eleven
\vere taken prisoner.

MacArthur said the enemy's
finishing off the enemy garrison in
south Manila was no particular trib-
ute to Japanese skill or tenacity, but
rather was caused by the American
desire to spare the estimated 7,000
civilians held virtual hostages with-
in the medieval walls.

Mac Arthur said the enemy's
"savage barbarism has seldom been
displayed in a more repulsive form."

Thousands of Japanese still arc
on Luzon but most of them are in
the comparative security of moun-
tains and valleys of the northeast.

of the enemy planes were shot down. Nimitz did not elaborate on the
extent of damage or the type of ships hit.

The casualties include 385 killed and 4,1G8 wounded in action up to
5:45 p. m. last night.

Japanese counterattacks accompanied by numerous attempts at break-
ing marine lines were beaten back during the night and the leathernecks,
strengthened by the U. S. Third marine division which landed yesterday,
launched attacks both to the north and south agamst the divided force's
cf the enemy.

The northward drive toward the

Japs Claim Two «-« ';»-** -«j«j -
automatic weapons. At noon the
troops, advancing slowly through
hard rain, had knocked out numer-
ous enemy gun positions and gener-
ally weakened enemy defenses.

There was litlle change in front
line positions, Ninntz' communique

Arpin Soldier Is
Wounded in Action

Arpin—Mrs. Mike TJnertle rccoiv-
ed a telegram from the war depart-
ment earlier this week saying that
her son, Aloysius Mayer, was seri-
ously wounded in action in southern
France January 3J.

The Arpin soldier is now recuper-
ating in a hospital in France.

STAWf MUt

IWO JIM A KITANO
POINT

IT'ACHIWA
POINT

TOBIISHI
POINT

'S Claim Two
US. Aircraft
Carriers Sunk
(By the Associated Press)

A Japanese imperial headquarters
communique today claimed that Jap-
anese suicide fliers sank two Ameri-
can aircraft carriers off Iwo Jima
yesterday while unofficial Tokyo re-
ports asserted more than 12,000 U.
S. marines have been killed or
wounded on the island 750 miles
south of Tokyo.

A\l of the enemy claims, contain-
ed in broadcasts recorded by the
federal communications commission,
were without American confirma-
tion.

The enemy communique also as-
serted an unidentified V. S. \\arship
was sunk and two others damaged
off Iwo, while a Nipponese subma-
rine sank an American cruiser in
the Philippines.

Other Japanese broadcasts quoted
alarmed Tokyo newspapers as watn-
ingt hat "the \\ar situation is really
grave" and "if we waver now, it
means defeat."

Baby Center Is Cut
To Half-Day Period

Thf1 baby clinic vbcrJulod in the
irlhmise annpx Friday has been

reduced to a half day period. Some
of tho?e who have appointments in
the afternoon may be moved to the
morning hours but it -wi l l be neces-
sary to cancel a majority of thf
afternoon appointments, it was an-
nounced,

Pr. Arthur Van Duser, examin-
ing physician, was requested to at-
(.pml a nippimg a( I-aCrosse on i-'ri-
day afternoon, necessitating the
curtailment.

admitted, ho«-e\cr.
Forces facing Mt. Suribachi, vol-

canic Japanese fortress on the
southern tip of the island, coordinat-
ed their thive with the northern
troops and by noon were beginning
an assault on the face of the cliff
"under most difficult combat condi-
tions,"

Heavy naval gunfire continued lo
pound enemy held positions through-
out the northern part of the island
and fleet aircraft supported ground
forces with heavy bombing, strafing
and rocket attacks.

The veteran Third division landed
on Iwo at a critical hour, bolstering
two other hard-pressed divisions
with vcteians of the invasions of
Bougainville and Guam, Maj. Gen.
Or,-ues R. Erskme commands the
force.

The commitment of three marine
divisions in the four-day-otd Iwn
invasion meant as many as 45,000
men may be either ashore or iti the
process of, beiiiL- sent against the
enemy.

Memorial Services
For Sgt. E. J. Regan

Memorial sown PS for Prnff Sgt.
Edwm J. KPSHII, 2i). M i l l be held at
2 o'tlork Sunday afternoon at Im-
inanuc! Lutheian church. The Rev.
K. G, Kucchle w i l l conduct the ser-

Third Army
Within Five
Miles of Trier

BULLETIN
With U. S. Third Army—

CD—Lt. Gen. George S. Pat-
ton's troops completed the
conquest of the Saar-MoseUe
triangle today, captured Saar-
biirg and forced two crossings
of the Saav river.

Following the fall of Saar-
burg enemy resistance collap-
sed in the triangle and the
Germans pulled back across
the Saar to strong hill posi-
tions in the Hochwald. But
the crossings of the Saar were
unopposed.

BY JAMES M. LONG
1'aris— (*•)—Lt. Gen, George S.

Patton's American Third army, run-
ning high, wide and handsome
again, stormed within five miles of
Trier today, crossed the Saar river
against disintegrated German re-
sistance and swept up 33 more Nazi
towns in the Moselle \a)!ey.

Already tanks and infantry were
within sight of the main defens*
works covering Trier, a city of 88,-
000 and ke>slone of the whole Ger-
man defense system before the mid-
dle Rhine. They were a mile and a
quarter from Konz, site of a large
fort at the confluence of the Saar
and Moselie rivers.

While Patton's columns advanced
three miles or more immediately
north of the industrial Saar district,
Lt. Oen. Alexander M, Patch's 7th
army smashed into the district from
the south, advancing to within twe-
nties of ruined Saarbruecken, the
capital.
Yanks in Forhach

His Americans captured half of
Forbach, French gateway to Saar-
bruecken, from raw conscripts of
the Volkssturm who were bolstered
by heavy German weapons. Storied.
Spicheren, which the Germans
stormed in a great battle in the
Franco-Prussian war of 1S70, was
taken. The Siegfried line was with-
in view.

The Canadian First army in th«
north pounded to within 2,000 yards
of bitterly contested Calcar in its
drive toward the Ruhr valley.

The whole Allied flying arsenal
appeared to be on the wing today
in probably the mightiest allied
aerial onslausht of the year against
Hitler's breached and buckling west-
ern line, and his battered interior
communications. The air blows were
building up toward a climax which
might explode in an all out offensive
which has been checked by bad
weather, mud and flooding.

Despite the spectacular gains of
the Third army and the slow chip-
ping progress of the British and
Canadian troops in the north, it was
evident that Gen. Eisenhower had
not yet loosed his full scale' offen-
sive.
Greatest Potential Drive

Between these forces was the
greatest potential weight on the
whole western front—the British
second, the American First and
Ninth armies and perhaps other
units—still waiting for their hour
as the flooded Roer river slowly re-
ceded before them.

Reports reaching Bradlej's head-
quarters told of a tremendous explo-
sion just before midnight near the
Urfttalspere dam on the Roer head-
waters. Its reservoir empties into
the larger Schwaminenaael lake,
now M per cent empty. It was not
immediately apparent whether the
dam had been brached, loosing new
floods on the Roer. The river up to
midnight was sufficiently low and
slow to allow bridging on the First
army front near the dam?, south-
west of Cologne,

Bright sun bathed the western
front again today, and pianes took
off early. Jn 5,400 sorties >cstcrday,
bombers smashed such centers as
Duisburg, Nupvrberg, B e r l i n ,
Wurms and Calcar—the latter 17
times.

Sergeant Kfgan, son of Mr. and
Mrs. -John Regan. ISO Third avenue
south, was kil led in action on the
islam! "f Lrvt f in the Philippines
on December ii. 1 f»M. He entered
the semen HUPP years before on
December I I ,

500 MILLION BILL P\SSES
Washington— (/P) — The house

passed totla> a postwar rivers and
harbors bill authorizing projects to
cost nearly $0IK).000,000.

BY HENRY B. JAMESON
London— (JP)—Allied air forces

hit Germany at dozens of places
with approximately 7,000 planes to-
day. It was the war's biggest and
most spectacular bombardment of
the reich.

The onslaught was aimed at
knocking out the nazi communica-
tions network serving both the Eas-
tern and Western fronts.

Explosives cascaded upon German
targets at the rate of 100 tons a
minute.

Spearheading the '"buckshot air
war"—a new idea mapped by allied
sir chiefs in readiness for clear
weather—more than 1,400 U.8.
Hortrtuet tnd JUbertton mod 800

Planes Splatter Reich in Giant Raid
fighters attacked a middle reich
rectangle the size and shape of In-
diana-extending from Hannover on
eastward almost to Berlin and from
Nuernberg north to Leubeck bay.

Two divisions of this huge fleet
poured into Germany from the north
and' a third from the south. These
broke up into packs of up to 100
bombers each, which struck at least
24 freight yards and other rail tar-
gets in the heart of the reich dur-
ing the noon hour.

The Eighth air force bombers
were assigned to an area of 38,000
square miles.

Within this area the bomber packs
planted more than 14,000 500-pound
high explosive bombs on at least 14

railyards, each located at a junction
of two or more main rail routes.

Freight yards and rail repair
shops were flit, miles of rail lines
were twisted and locomotives and
railcars were disabled. All the at-
tacks on central Germany were
crowded into the six explosive min-
utes before noon. The four-engined
bombers flew lower than usual be-
cause opposition was lacking.

Overnight, the British bombed
Berlin and heavily assaulted the
rail bottlenecks of Duisburg and
Worms, which funnel reinforce-
ments and arms to the Western
front.

Wave after wave of fighter bomb-
era smote German lines in the west

and Bivouac areas nearby from day-
break to far into the afternoon in
the best flying weather since last
summer. Pilots could see for r>0
miles. Medium bombers struck the
German front and traffic tcnaclcs
linked to it.

With 'the planes still going out
hour after hour, it was impossible
to calculate immediately the full
devastation. The planes, however,
clearly were spreading havoc and
ruin beyond anything loosed for
mrmths.

Counting the RAF attacks last
night, the allies probably have put
close to 15,000 planes in the air over
Germany in 48 hours.

The air forces were intent uj»n

disrupting a major part of the Ger-
man railroad system. Targets today
were not immediately named.

Freight yards at Duisburg and
Worms were crammed with priority
rein forcements for the Western
front when the British armada of
1,100 heavy bombers struck. Night
fighters escorting the bombers en-
gaged in numerous dogfights in
skies lit by fires glowing below and
a bright bombers' moon above.

The air ministry said 39 bombers
and fighters were lost and that 13
nazi planes were destroyed over-
night. Crews reported smoke ris-
ing two miles above the targets,
One pilot said the "whole town of
Worms seemed on fire."

The greatest railway network in
Europe—one which explains how-
Hitler keeps his troops going de-
spite the ofkls—lie in the triangle
formed by the cities c-f Dortmund,
Duishurg and Cologne.

The jolting night attacks followed
the U,S, Eighth air force's greatest
concentrated raid on a single target
in over four months.

More than 1,200 Fortresses and
Liberators dropped 3,000 tons of
bombs, including 400,000 small in-
cendiaries, into the Nuernberg mar-
shalling y a r d s . Reconnaissance
planes had reported 2,500 freight
cars in the yards waiting to pull
out for the Eastern iront.

Poll Is Accused
Of Doing Hatchet
Job on Washington

Washington— (3>) — Rep.
Bloom (D-N-Y.) accused a na-
tional poll today of doing a
hatchet job on George Wash-
ington,

Bloom said it was an ''in-
sult" for the Gallup poll to re-
port—on the eve of Washing-
ton's birthday—that a major-
ity of the people checked
thought Lincoln was greater*

To Dr. George Gallup, direc-
tor of the American institute
of public opinion. Bloom
wrote:

"You might just as well
take a poll on ... 'who do
you love better, your mother
or your father?"
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