Truxtun Tragedy Hits «
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“Rude Jr. Was Victim |
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L The fateful lelegrani comes from the U. 8 navy. ... And '{;

{here is an emptiness in the home. but a proud calny, too, and

1wt} oments of silence follow moments of small talk as the family lingers :}
;:t over memovies of the lost ove. W
Thus it was at the heme of a deal hero this morning—the home of |di
Julius Rude jr., neat Biran. He, w
only 20, was amang the men aboard »
ps the dostroyer Trustun as the fierce S
ks | seas of the North Atlantic pounded
ng her to pieees off New foundland. u
st [jpsl Conniy Fatality -
In-1" The Rude home wae the first in »
Ti-| Wood county to feel the emptiness 2
left by the prim demand of wur, o
ut] Byt there is no bitterness, no out- B
si-| crying against {he destmy that sin- d
in-| ofed Junior Rude out for the su- h
preme sacrifice. s mother, tearful 1}
& | but with high pride, said, wimply, of i
}s}e her son: “Buys do not come much it
1S€ | picer than Junior.”
‘ns The home is heavy with memories 3
18t | o7 him. Sisters and brothers teil lit- ];]
fp tle bits about him—things he dxl &
ol and smd.(hnt are precious to them h
i now. His letlers are all  there, o
al cheerful, gay letters; his picture is H
b there, und his du, “Mally,” and the
row of pines he planted on the Rude
farm for a shelterhelt when he was| :
a 4-H club menther, and the other R
_._Yintimaic possessions of the typical s
hi American rurul boy. :
wa Last Letter Feb. R P t
“Must hurry this as leaving in e o s i a
o | about_half an hour,” wrote Juniot FIRST ]‘-’\ll-‘“'n‘ — Julius Rude|}
{he | Trom Teston in his 1ast lelter Lo his[i% second “l“-“f fireman, above. |
family, dated February 15. 1 don't was onc of the victims of the Trux- |
sps | knew where we are going or when :““dd"-‘:“ﬂ?r-“;\l‘_’" of ‘;{‘ f‘;‘d y':"?' i
ral | W€ will be back ... 1 saw Louisianu |7 =° Mgy sconsin Rapids, H. '

he was the first man from Wood
county Lo luse his life in the Sec-|?
ond World war.

J'urchase . . . 1 was going o call,
oo . . . must leave vou now as 1
e | hRYVE to peb on the vil barge."

= Juniors father had asked him to ¢
od | telcphone heme hefore he left. Hut, &
ny | 98 ilie lelter indicates, his liberly A

ics period cnded hefore he could make

the call, and so the hasty, boyish &
letter endimg, “Love Lo all,” was tha NEAR FOR JAVA %
i final word. '

1lis vumpanions of schanl days re-
at enll Junior in the conflicting  way Ratavin, N
se | they would of a typieal American %
vo | buy. Sume rementher him as a qguict,
e yetiring lad, but thuse who were )us\

st

1.—(P)—Urged | 5t
by the governor-general aof the]lec
Duteh Kask Indies o fuee the foe |cc
with “fnith aml an iren will,” the | el
allied defenders of Java neared the ti
zero hour today in the battle for |tk
thiz inst bulwark blacking the Jap- |st
anese from the vital united nations
supply lines in the Indian ocean. tl

There was .0 new official word | b
an the situation in southern Sumat-ja
r1 and in Rali. where the invaders|v
o wiosted their latest footholds th
directly west and east of thig islund | Lk
ertaelel in the face of stubborn op- B
position from oulnumbered defense
forces. uj
m

special friends knew him as one whn
ihi | Hiked a goud time, hked dancing and
-l [ sehufskapl and movies.

1s- | Wan Good Student

n- In his high school days here, Jun-
a- |07 was @ good student. e enjoyed
nd | games and athleties, but the six-
aa | wile trip home each alternvon after
schowl hours gave him little oppor-
1 [unity to purticipate, 1ie tried oul
sit | for the track teant and hoxed in the
10, intramural progran, and was an es-
pecially adept gpymnast.

Classmates recall him as a good
ila | student in English and scwnee, and | Jap Planes Hit at Jave

i~ | his liking for muchinery led him in-{ A briel Indies high command
htito the navy. Junior entered the nuve D eammunigue reparted only fresh
| See—JULIUS RUDE JR—DPage T|aerinl blows al Java, the heaviest J
of —t of whirh was aimed at military ob- l\
h- & jertives around Handoenr.  Dulch
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[Julius Rude jr. }

(Continucd from Puge One)

praclically by aceident. In January,
1941, he went to Stevens  'oint—
“just for the ride” he explained to
s Family—when a  friend, CIfA
Borchert, was to be examined by a
navy recruiler.

Still half in fun, Junior took the
recruiting tests, and passed. That
gave him the impetus whieh  took
him = few days later Lo Oshkosh ami
enlistment. e was inducted ot Great
Lakes Naval Training station und
went on to il speciat training
schaol at the Foard Motor company's
River Rouge plant. e fimshed thewe
lust August as a second c¢lass fire-
man, and was assigned ta the Trux-
tun. His last furlough was at
Thanksgiving lime when he spent 10

days with his family,

“He Loved the N
“When Junior signed up it wasn't
as serious then. But if he had heen
at bome when war broke out, I am
sure he would have gone right in it,"”
said his mother. “He Inoved the nuvy
and I am sure he did his wark well,
Only last week he finished his ex-
aminations for first elass fireman”

Arrangements for a memorial ser-
vice have nat been made, pending
further word from the navy.
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