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The Wisconsin: Warmer extreme
west, colder central, east pertioms
tonight, Intreasing cloudiness Tues-

day,

Laca]l weather facts for 24 Bours
preceding T 5. m.: Maximum 29;
minimom 17, Precigitation 55,
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Reds Reported 30
Miles from Berlin:
Outflank Kustrin

Berlin Reports
Massive Force At
Banks of Oder

New York—The Red army
is about 30 miles east of Ber-
lin, in the Frankfurt-kustrin
sector of the Oder river front,
an NBC broadcast from Mos-
cow said teday.

London—(#)—The Berlin radio
gaid tonight that “particularly mas-
sive” Ruesian forces had reached
the Oder river at Kienitz northwest
of the fariress of Kustrin and but
35 miles from Berlin,

Other forees reached the river be-
low Framkfurt, the broadcast said.

The Germans saie Marshal lvan
Henev had lashed out from his
bridgeheads sonth of Breslaws in Sil
esia and deepened his foethold to
12 miles

Koney atiacked from both sides
of RBrieg about midway between
Breslau and Cppeln, the Germahs
said, an rezched the area of Grott-
kau, 12 miles west of the Oder and
about 24 miles northwest of Qppeln.

A Seviet brcakthrough in this
area might send the Russians surg-
ing {oward Dresden, a city of 625,-
900 140 miles west of Breslau and
94 miles south of Berlin,

Whle this new attack wag mot
confirimed by Moscow, dispatches
from the Soviet capital indicated big
news might be expected from Ko-
nev's First Ukrainian army front
shortly.

In the central front, Berlin admit-
ted that German bridgeheada on the
east side of the Oder in front of
Frankfurt had been cut down.

So far Moscow had not confirmed
German reports of an attempt to
siorm the water barner, but Moscow
dispatches said big guns were duel-
iling across the river, that Zhukov
was marshalling heavy forces of
men, guns and tanks and threaten-
ing te outflank Beriin frem his
front of 140 miles up and down the
Oder,

The German high command wid-a
violent Russian attack was breaking
agawnst the fortress of Kustrin, 40
miles east of Beriin.

Latest Announcemenis

Latest official Moscow ‘announce-
ments told of the capture of Bar-
walde, 38 miles northeast of the
German capital, ‘n an 18-mile ad-
vanee which ootflanked Kustrin on
the north and placed Russian spear-
heads within 45 miles of the Baltic
port of Steitin at the mouth of the
Oder.

Zhukov's tanks thrusting toward
Stettin in a threat to tepple that
port and circle Berhn on the north
were traveling in cadio silence, Mos-
cow #aid, but were helieved to be
cutting behind enemy groups and
causing great damage.

German accounts, far ahead of of-
ficial Moscow announcements in that
area, told of Red army penetrations
to the area of Schwedt, on the Qder,
25 miles south of Stettin, and the
region of Pyntz, 22 miles southeast
of Stettin.

Simultaneously, Zhukov's forces in
the Frankfurt bulge heiween the
Oder =nd Warthe poised a south-
ward flanking threat by the capfure
of Ziebingen, 13 miles southeast of
Frankfurt and flve miles from the
Oder.

German wnderground reports re-
ceived in London ssid the Germans
already were building flying bomb
ramps 50 miles west of Berlin and
facing the German capital for use
against the city if it falls to the
Ruspians.

In East Prussia German resistance
was in its final stages, with enemy-
held territory reduced to about 300
square miles and practically every
smal! pert in the Konigsberg area
in Russian hands,

MARSHFIELD SOLDIER KILLED

Marshfield—Ple. Jeteme Brandt,
21, was killed in action in Luxem-
bourg December 8, according to
word received by his wife in Marsh-
field Sunday evening. He was previ-
onsly reported missing in action on
{hat date. Pfc. Brandt is the son of
Afr, and Mrs. August Brandt, also of
Marshfield.
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ARRESTED—Martin King (above),
40, of Racine, Wis., former con-
stable and wounded in the battle of
Salerno white serving with the
nasy, was held under $10,000 hopd
after his arrest by the secret ser-
vice on charges of possession and
sale of counterfeil $20 federal re-
Herve notes,

Virgil Lamb
Dies in Action
In Belgium

Pvt, Virgil I. Lamb, 34, died
January 17 in Belgium, of wounds
received in action the previous day,
according to a war department tele-
gram received thiy merning by his
wife, Ethel, who resides at 32114
Tenth avenue north.

The¢ Wiscongin Rapids soldier be-
longed to Company E, the 33rd ar-
mored regiment.

Private Lamb was born June 26,
1410, at Wall lLake, Ia., attended
grade school there, and later moved
to Wisconsin Rapids in 1929. He
uas employed by the Central Wis-
consin Transport company for many
vears and then worked briefly for
Consolidated 'Water Power and Pa-
per company before entering the
armed forces at Fort Sheridan, Iii,
June 23, 1244.

He received training at Fort
Knox, Ky, and Fort George Meade,
Md, before going overseas in De-
cember, 1944, Last Thursdey his
wifs was notifjed by the war de-
partment that he had been serious-
ly wounded on January 16.

Private Lamb is survived by his
wife and two small children, Pris-
cilla Ann, and Roger Virgil, his
mether, Mrs. Jessie Lamb, Eagle
Grove, Ia., seven brothers, Maron,
Charles, Pearl and Jameas, all of
Pittsville, Jess of Racine, Edward
of Wisconsin Rapids and 8/3gt.
Earl Lamb, serving in the army at
Fort Wadsworth, N, Y., and two
sisters, Mrs. Clarence Erause, Iu-
Verne, In, and Mrs. James Hill,
Eagle Grove, Ia.

John Paulson Is
Wounded in Arm

John W, Paulson, seaman second
class, was slightly wounded 1n the
left arm in the Philippines and is
now hospitalized in New Guinea.
The parents, Mr, and Mrs. Arthur
Paulson, 1050 Wylie street, today
received their first letter from him
in over & month. Ho informed then
that kis arm had been put in a cast.

NATIS TRAPPED
AS ALLIES CUT
COLMAR POCKET

Paris—{( P)—American tanks and
French Morrocap mountain troops
cut the Colmar pocket in two today,
trapping elements of perhaps three
German  divisions In the Vosges
mountaing south of Strasbourg.

American tanks of Maj. Gen.
Frank W. Milburn's 21st coxps
crashed down from south of Colmar
while the Moroccans advanced from
north of Mulhouse In a combined
gain of eight miles. The pocket, re-
duced to less than 200 square miles
by midnight, was virtually erased
and the threat to Strasbourg from
the south was eHm:nated.

In the center of the Western
front where the American First
army has penetrated the Siegfried
line, infantry captured one of the
Roer river headwater dams and won
high ground controlling ancther,

12 Miles Imside Germany

The Americans were fighting 13
miles inside Germany in the Schnee
Eifel—snow mountain—and were
within a mile of Gernund and Schlei-
den, Siegfried lune bastions at the
eastern edge of the last west wall
fortifications, Battle dispatches said
the line had bheen hroken clear
through between the Germans towns
at a point 28 miles from the Rhine
city of Bonn and 16 frem the com-
munications hub of BEusckirchen.

As the First army hacked away
at the last conerete zone of the
double Siegfried line, the Third
army just south drove a mule and a
half into the single helt, defenses
against only mediocre rtesistance.
The Third was six miles in Germany
and three and a half from FPrum,
a Siegfried fortress.

As many as 10,000 German$ were
perhape doomed by the severance of
the Colmar pocket, Maj., Gen. Rod-
erick Allen’s 12th Hellcat armored
division linked up with the Fourth
Moroccan mountain division of the
French first corps this morning at
Rouffach, midway between Colmar
and Cernay. The Hellcais are the
third division fighting in the 21st
corps, presently under French First
army command,

German Circle Collapses

West of the cutoff was a collaps-
ing German cirele rounghly 15 miles
across. To the east, the Germans
were jammed into &2 box against the
Rhine about fen miles wide and ex-
tending 1% miles along the Rhine
See—WESTERN FRONT—DPage 7

EARLY RESIDENT
OF GOUNTY DIES

Mrs, W. H. Bean, 79, long a resi-
dent of Woad county, died at 11:45
Saturday night at her home mn Ves-
per aiter a month's iliness. Funeral
services will be held at 2 o'clock
Tuesday afiernoon 2t the Baker and
Son Chapel with the Rev. E. A. Finn
of Arpin officiating. Burial will be
in the Forest Hill cemeterv. The
body will be at the funeral home an-
tl time of services.

The former Minnie Dressen, she
was bom at Hamburg, Germany,
February 5, 1866, and came to the
Tinited States with her parents, Mr,
and Mrs. Harry Dressen, in 1875
The family settled in Milwaunkee,
coming to Wood county as pioneers
in 1877 to settle in the town of Sen-
ece.  She married William H. Bean
op July 31, 1839, and they kLived in
the town of Hansen for a few years,
then moved to Park Falls, returning
in 1907 to Vesper, where Mr. Bean
died in 1941,

Of the family of five sons and a
davghter, two sons, Ray H, Bean of
Vegper and Royal H. Bean of the
town of Grand Rapids, survive, A
brother, Gust Dressen, resides in the
town of Sigel, There are three

grandchildren,

Congress to

Washington— (P )—Rep. 0'Kon-

ski, (R-Wis.} has called on congress
to “weke up” on the Polish ques-
tioh, declaring that “without a free
Foland there can be no free Eur-
ope or & free world.”
“Tt is well tp note that Poland
today is 2 testing ground not only
of our sincersty in this war, but
also a testing ground to find our
if freedom is secure,” (PKonski said
in the Congressional Record,

He continued:

“If communism has itz way in
Poland, we are giving Russia a
green light to proceed elsewhere,
The freedom of liberty-loving peo-
ple afl over the world is at stake in
the battle of Poland.

“Shall we sit idly by watching
Poland crushed by the merciless
monster of communism, krowing
full well that some day soon all
Europe too will be crushed the same
way?

“Is Amevica going to rescue mil-
lions of Europeans from the beast
of naziceam and embrace them in

"When will ] be old enough fo
#lay up all dax?®P
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the arms of the beast of commu-
nismt N

Rep. O’Konski Urges

“Wake Up”

On Polish Developments

“This ¢onflict 1s not an internal
Polish sguabble. Befoie the war
only two per cent of the people in
Poland were communists, and today
a]so they constitute only &n insigni-
ficant group of the Polsh popula-
tion.

“By ahohshing all demoeratic
rights this communist group, back-
ed by Soviet bayonets and the So-
viet NKVD, aims at the higquidation
of the Polish independent siate,

“The dispute over Poland’s fron-
tiers is not the essence of this con-
flict. The Soviet government not
only plans to take over half of Pol-
and's territory, but also to place in
Warsaw a Soviet puppet govern-
ment.

“TIf the principles of the Atlant:c
charter and of demceracy in na-
tional ard international life ars to
be pushed aside in favor of the ap-
peasement of & strong ally, and i
we decide that might should domi-
nate right and, accordingly, accept
the unilateral decisions of the great
powers, the present war would lose
all purpode und the final victory,

all meaning.3 d

Tank B;t:rs
Down Gate To
Prison Grounds

Sapto Tomae Prison Camp, Ma-
nila —(P)— Liberty was a steel
tank with a 75 mm. gun for a torch
and a white star on its tempered
flank.

The driver sipped the cilutch and
Liberty idled before the chained
gate of ihis war prison which held
~—we prayed — some 3,000 men,
womer. and children of the United
Nations.

“Open up” roared the tank com-
mander,

No hand appeared to slip the
gate's bolts.

“Open the Goddam thing or TI'm
coming anyway,” the commander
shouted, Again the order brought
RO TESpONse.

Inside the prison a4 low specula-
tive murmor had risen to a cres-
cendo of cries with overtones of
fear, and doubt and hope. The pris-
oners sensed thia this was not just
another of the nexplicable Japanese
orgies. The vowce bayond the gate
was American and contained & res-
olution of itz own kind. But the
gate did not open.

“Go on m,” the tank commander
directed quietly, *“but den’t shoot
utiless you have to. And be sure
they're Japs.”

Crash the Gate

The snorting tank pushed against
the gate. The engine clattered. The
gate groaned, cracked and crashed
under the treads.

Prisoners, gaunt, hollow-eyed,
afraid of their own hopes, poured
from the buldings., In the gather-
ing dusk they saw this was =an
American tank. And as from a sin-
gle throat they poured out an agoe-
nizing ery of relief and thanks and
welcome.

There was z pause as if they
were still afraid to believe their
eyves. The American tank stopped
atop the twisted gate of Japanese
bondage, and slowly the wretched
captivity began slipping away from
them.

On an upper floer of one of the
houses on the campus, a Japanese
prison commandant with his For-
mosan guards were ready for a last
fight. The commandant, Calonel
Hayashi, offered to surrender the
prison m returr’ for 2 guarantee of
safe passage through the gates.

The tank commander answered
Havashi’s messenger with: “Tell
hizi nothing deing and I'll give him
10 minutes.”

Room-to-Reom Fight

The Nippenese officer stood his
ground and American troops of the
rst cavalry diviston gwarmed into
the bwnlding and began a room to
room fight. Some prisoners were
feared trapped with the Japanese.
(Gen, Douglas MacArthar announc-
ed ne prisoners or American troops
were kilied, although several were
hurt.)

The Japanese held some prisoners
a5 hogtages, (There were 270 hos-
tages, all later released.)

Other tanks and dismeounted cav-
alrymen poured into Sante Tomas.
Almost 2,500 American priseners
engulfed them with embraces, kiss~
es and handshakes.

All night long while the weary
cavalrymen cleaned out the garri-
son, prisoners swarmed about them
eager for a word of greeting and a
touch of the hand of their country-
men after three years of suffering
and the ignominy of caplivity.

City Employe
Is Found Dead

Andrew Komalz, 59, 1660 First
street north, was found dead in the
garage of his home about 4 o'¢leck
Sunday afternoon Ly his wife. Dr.
E. G. Pomainville, corcner, was
called and stated that death wag due
to natural causaes.

Mr. Komatz had left his home be-
tween 7 and 8 co'zlack Saturday eve-
ning and the coroner stated that
death vecurred soon after that time.
Funeral services will be held at 9
v'clock. Thursday morning at 38
Peter and Paul Cathoiie chureh with
burial in Calvary cemetery.

Born in Switzerland July 18, 1835,
Mr. Komatz came to the United
Stateg at the age of six and resided
in centrai Wisconsin since that
time. He married Wikma Williams
at Black Creek February 2o, 1926,
and has been a ity employe of Wis-
cohsin Rapids sinee 1927,

Surviving are his wife, his moth-
er, Mrs. Rose Komatz, city. eight
ctuldren, Mrs. Gorden Guoffin, Wis-
consin Rapids, Pt. Herbert, Fort
Knox, Ky., Pvt. Edward, on duty in
the South Pacthie, James, David,
Roy, Ttaymond and Frederick, all at
home; one brother, Anton, West Al-
lis; four sisters, Mrs. F. X. Gamma
and Mrs. Mary Gamma of this eity;
Mrs. George Bungard and Sigter
Mary Coacetta ~f Milwaukee; and
three grandchildren.

Prayers will be said at 7:30 Wed-
nesdsy evening. The body will be at
the Krohn and Berard Funeral home

until time of service,
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OLD GLORY RETURNS TO MANILA

TRADE PRACTICE
PROBES PLANNED

Washington—{ #)—Federal trade
eommigsion propesals for seven in-
vestigations of irade practices were
disclosed today as the house appro-
priations commitiee recommendeda
fiseal 1946 appropriation of $1,897-
833 for this apency.

Edwin L. Davis, FTG chairman,
submitted to the committee outlines
for these inguiries:

1, Production and distribution
policies and practices of large com-
panies and thelr effeet upon small
business;

2, Survey of merpgers;

3. Cost of production, costs of dis-
tribution and prices of farm imple-
ments, tractors, motor wvehiclas,
household appliances and household
furniture and furmshings;

4. Lumber and other building ma-
terizls, costs, pricez and profits;

5. Wholesale breadmaking indus-
try;

6. Present degree of concentration
in industiy and of industrial price
policies and their effect upon trade
and commerce:

7. Survey of trade association ac-
tivities.

Stalled Car Hit
By Another Vehicle

The heavy snow which hlanketed
central Wisconsin over the week-
end was responsihle for at least
one accident jn this area.

A car driven by Edward Saeger,
Route 1, Wisconsin Rapids, got
stuck in the deep snow as Mx, Sac-
ger was attempting to enter his
driveway about 10:20 Sunday mght.
While he was shoveling out the
driveway, a car driven by FErnest
Meinberg, 920 Second street north,
hit the back end of the Saeger car,
according to police, causing damage
estimated at $75.

Mrz. Saeger and four children
were in the stalled car at the time
of the crash, but escaped with min-
or bruises, The aceident occurred
on County Trunk W, in the village
of Kellrer,

COUNCIL MEETING

There will be a ¢ity council meot-
ing at 7:30 Tuesday evening. A re-
solution from the fire and police
commission on the subject of salary

increases for those depariments are
among the items to be considered.

3,218,808,000 Office Supply
Bill Is Submitted to Congress

Washington— (A )}—A £3,218,308,~
03 independent offices supply il
was sent to the heouse today by the
apprepriations committee.

1t will finance the uctivities of
more than a score of agencies and
their subsidiaries dunng the twelve
months startmg xeat July 1

Except for the veterans adminis-
fration, carrying a huge and stead-
iy -increasing load growng out of
World waz II, almost every agency
had its funds sharp'y cut, The total
in the bill 15 same %5,321,042,000 be-
low funds given the same depart-
ments for the current year,

Amn increase of 113 per cent is pro-
vided in the veferans administration
outlay.

Maritime Pregram Dropped

The decrease was doe primarily
to the fact that no funds were
sought for eontinustion of the man-
time commission’s ship construction
program, which received %6,766,000,-
000 last year.

The #2,707,119.230 recommended
for the veterans admimstration is a
boost of §1,436,7/07,185 over current
yvear funds and refiecls the added
costs of adnmuinsterng new legmsla-
tion, weluding the G.I. biil of mghts.

The commiitee approved to the
penny a budgel recommendation of
£71,337,886 for constructing hesp-
tal and domumliany faclihes provid-
ing 14,100 additional heds and es-
tabhishing 18 new hospitals.

Nther major natlavs approved for
the seterans agency necluded $227,-
677,000 for admuim=tration and oper-
atwon of existling facililies; $1,080,-
150,000 for compen<ation, pensions
and allowances to veterans and their

dependents, about kalf of which is
for World war Il veterans, and
$1,000,000,000 for payments to the
Nabional Service Life insurance
fund for obhigations under service
men’s msurance policies,

Other Large Outlays

Large outlays 1ecommended for
other agencies included: civil service
retitement and disabihty  fund,
$245,000,000; federal works agency
$129,978,637.

Backing up his request for addi-
tional furds, Bmg. Gen. Frank T.
Hines, veterans admimstrator, told
the commitiee the average daiiy
hospital load in veterans facilities
will reach #0,172 m 1946. Eventuni-
1y, Hines added, 300,000 beds will be
needed.

"During the coming wyear, Hines
said, 604,008 loans te seterans un-
der the G 1. bl of rights will be
guaranteed, over 371,700 veterans
wili receive readiostment allow-
ances, approximately 239,000 claims
{for insurance benafits will be receiv-
ed, nearly 400,000 veterans will be
recenang education or vocalional re-
habihitation, aml 1he number of vet-
erans and dependints of deceased
iolerans or penstor and compensa-
tien roils will reach 1,974,821,

Pfc. Robert RickaBy

Wounded in Pacific

Pfe Habert © Rickahy has heen
weunded 1 the Pacific theater of
operation= according to a war de-
partment casualty report. Private
Rickaby 19 listed as the stepsonm of
Donsld Idouglas, Wisconsin Rapids.

AFL Council Will Attempt to
Bring Miners Back Into Fold

Muami, Fla.—{(P)=The ATFL p«-
ecuiive eouncl ovened s mud-win-
ter sessions here today delermined
to bring the Uniled Mine Workers
back into membership if a reasen-
able compromise can be reached,

John L. Lewis and the miners” un-
ion left the federation m 1937, bat
the November AFL comvention au-
thorized o rerumplion of negotia-
{ions toward re-affiliatien, Previoys
efforts al a reconriliation had ended
in a jurisdictional deference mnvolv-
ing chemical warkers.

AFL President William Green
told mewsmen that he had talked
with Lewis in Washington before
the miners' boss wrote his letier
asking for proposed terms of re-en-
try.

Green also said the fact that Lewis

miay soan face “Lreuble” in negotiat-
ing Tor lighrr wages for the 500,006
minere, would not influence the
council’s decision on his return to
the AFT,

“We would rather help him in that
respect than te hurt him,” said
Green.

The miners had struack in 1943 1n
an effort 1o obtain pav for under-
ground iravel bme, now  provided
for in their contract.

The tuminous contract expires

March 31 and the contract with an-
thracite operators ends a month
later. Negotwmtions toward mew
contracts, in which Lewis may at-

tempt to shatter the “little steel”

Tormula on which the administra-

tion's wage stabilization pregram is

Thousands of Civilians Freed As
MacArthur Forces Enter Manila

Only §n_i_per
Resistance

Encountered

By the Associated Press
General MacArthur’s Head-
quariers, Luzon — The Stars
and Stripes flew over half of
Manila today and thousands
of American and British civils
ian prisoners were free as
Yank columns, including a new
paratroop regiment landed to
the south. pressed against fit-
tle more than sniper fire to-
ward complete liberation of the
Philippine capital.

First cavalry and 37th in-
fantry division forces con-
trolled the northern part of
Manila a few hours after en-
tering the city late Saturday
night. and penefrated Sunday
as far south as the wide and
deep Pasig river, which divides
the city.

The First cavalry Yanks, in
an encircling move by night,
speared immediately to the
Santo Tomas internment camp
from the east and liberated

NO TIMEQUT

Gen. MacArthur's Headguar-
teis, Luzon—{&}~-Sixty-mine
nurses of Bataan and Corregi-
dor were freed from captivity
and in less than an hour some
of them were at a labor of love .
and gratitude carmg for cav.
ahymen wounded in the fight
which opened by the gate of
Sante Tomas.
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perhaps 3,700 civilian prison-
ers, mainly American women
and children, held there since
May 1, 1942,

Associated Press Correspondent
C. Yales McPDaniel reported that
for 24 hours the lives of 270 of the
internees hung in the balance as
the Japanese commander bargained
for a truce of safely for his men.
A Blue nelwork broadcast said
the truce was finally arranged and
63 Japanese soldiers were escorted
to a mile from Sante Tomas and
were released.

Lucien L. Rock, former cil man,
was quoted as saying the Japanese
held the 270 internees, mcluding
iwo women and 35 children, in the
Santo Tomas wuniversity education
bslding until the exchange was
agreed upon. Two of the children
were under 10,

{The exchanpe was made at Mon-
day noon, the report said.)

Only last Tuesday night K13
American and Bnitish prisoners of
war were freed from a stockade at
Cabanatuan, 60 mies to the north,
in a daring 1ad by Ametican Rang+
ers and Filipino guerrillas.

First cavalry umts alse seized
Malacanan palace, former povern~
mental headquarters of the Philip-
pine commoenwealth, finding no Jap.
anese pfficials, while Yanks of tha
8Tth division enteired the capital
See—MANILA—Page T

Wheeler Demands

Investigation of
Death Sentence

Washington —(®P)— Senator
Wheeler (D-Mont.) demanded 1n
the senale todzy an investigation
of an atmiv court martial death sen-~
tence for Private Henry Weber,

The sentence was assessed at
Camp Roberts, Calf,, Feb. § for
viglation of the 6ith article of war
which coneerns assaulting or wils
Tully disoherving a superior officer,
Wheeler said 1t mas hag infetina-
tion that Weber had been sentenced
for refusal to join his sguad at
dml). He declaced:

“It 18 mconcenable to me that
army officers would sentence a man
Lo death because he refused to dnil
If the military committes does nob
take up this matter, I shali miro-
duece a resolution calling fer an -
vestigation.

Tribune To Carry
‘The Rocket Story’

The U.%, iz a newcomer (o
rocket warfare. but Yank sci-
entists are laking a backseat
frem no one.

Instead of =zimless terror
devices, like Hitler's V-2,
they're dereloping powerful
and accurate weapons.

Theyv'se given a fighter
piane the punch of a destroyer
galvo.

Read The Rocket story, by
Assonmated Press science wri-
ter Frark Care¥, in the Wis.
comain Rapids Duly Tribune,
starting Tueeday on the edi-
torial page.

based, will begin March 1,
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